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SUBJECT: AMERICAN OBSERVER ATTENDANCE AT GREEK EXERCISE 
PHILLIPOS 77 

REF: A) USDAO ATHENS MSG 29 1 300Z AUG 77 

B) TELECON CAPT. STORY, DIA/AH-2/CAPT RODGERS DATT SEP 1 

C) TELECON EUR/SE-MONTON/CHARGE MILLS, SEP 1. 

1 . AS REQUESTED REF C, FOLLOWING IS ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND 
ON EXERCISE PHILLIPOS 77 TO SUPPLEMENT REF A AND TO 
EXPLAIN IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO ATTENDANCE OF AMERICAN 
INVITEES. 

2. ALL FOREIGN ATTACHES ACCREDITED TO GREECE HAVE BEEN 
INVITED AS OBSERVERS, NOTABLE AMONG WHOM ARE ALL NATO 
ALLIES INCLUDING THE TURKS, AS WELL AS THE BULGARIANS, 

SOVIETS AND CHINESE (PRC). (THE FRENCH ATTACHE EVEN 
SOLICITED AN EXTRA INVITATION FOR HIS AIR ASSISTANT 
WHILE THE BRITISH DATT CHANGED HIS LEAVE PLANS IN 
ORDER TO ATTEND.) ADDITIONALLY, CHIEF, JUSMAGG AND HIS 
THREE SECTION CHIEFS ARE INVITED. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE ALL 
INVITEES HAVE ACCEPTED. 
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3. IN ADDITION TO THE EXERCISE INVITATION, ALL OBSERVERS 
HAVE BEEN ASKED TO ATTEND RECEPTIONS HOSTED BY GEN. 

DAVOS, NATIONAL DEFENSE GENERAL STAFF CHIEF, IN 
ALEXANDROUPOLIS AND BY THE "C" CORPS COMMANDER IN 
THESSALONIKI AS WELL AS A PARADE IN ALEXANDROUPOLIS 
ON THE LAST DAY AT WHICH IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT 
PRESIDENT TSATSOS AND/OR PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS WILL 
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TAKE THE SALUTE. 

4. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE OBSERVER PROGRAM INCLUDE: THE 
AIRLIFT OF OBSERVERS BY HELICOPTER TO AN OBSERVATION POST 
IN THE VICINITY OF AMFIPOLIS TO VIEW AN AMPHIBIOUS ASSUALT 
IN THE ORPHANES GULF HALFWAY BETWEEN THESSALONIKI AND 
KAVALA; AIRLIFT TO A POST IN THE VICINITY OF KOMOTINI 

TO OBSERVE AN AIRBORNE ASSUALT; AND TRANSPORT TO 
SYKORACHI TO VIEW A GROUND ASSUALT. THE PROGRAM APPEARS 
TO FOLLOW CLOSELY THE NATO-SPONSORED EXERCISE 
"ALEXNADER EXPRESS" OF PREVIOUS YEARS. EVEN THE 
LOCATIONS OF THE DEMONSTRATIONS ARE SIMILAR. THE DIRECTOR 
OF ARMY INTELLIGENCE TOLD ARMA RECENTLY THAT THE SCENARIO 
IS SIMILAR TO THAT FOR NATO EXERCISES AND ASSUMES A 
BULGARIAN ATTACK ACROSS THE MARITSA RIVER WITH TWO 
SPEARHEADS, ONE INTO EASTERN THRACE AND ONE INTO WESTERN 
THRACE ACROSS THE EVROS RIVER. 

5. ALTHOUGH THE GREEK FORCES WILL ACTUALLY BE CONDUCTING 
A "TRAINING EXERCISE" DURING THESE DAYS, THE PORTION 

SEEN BY THE OBSERVERS MIGHT BE BETTER CLASSIFIED AS A 
DEMONSTRATION. IT IS CLEARLY STAGED TO IMPRESS THE 
INVITEES. THE PARADE WILL TAKE PLACE IN ALEXANDROUPOLIS 
AND OBSERVERS WILL BE HOUSED THERE, BUT THE OBSERVED 
PORTIONS OF THE EXERCISE ARE ALL SITUATED WELL BACK FROM 
THE GREEK/TURKISH BORDER. 
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6. THE ABSENCE OF U.S. OBSERVERS, AS DIRECTED BY 
REF B, WOULD NOT ONLY IMPACT ADVERSELY ON US/GREEK RELATIONS 
GENERALLY BUT WOULD ALSO HAVE A SERIOUS EFFECT ON THE RELA- 
TIONSHIPS HERE BETWEEN OUR ATTACHES/JUSMAGG AND THE 
GREEK MILITARY. THEY WOUD BE MOST CONSPICUOUS BY 
THEIR ABSENCE, PARTICULARLY SINCE ALL HAVE ALREADY 
INDICATED ACCEPTANCE AND HOTEL RESERVATIONS HAVE BEEN 
MADE BY THE GREEK ARMY. A PULLOUT AT THIS TIME WOULD 
BE OBVIOUS AND A SERIOUS DIPLOMATIC AFFRONT TO THE GREEK 
ARMED FORCES. IT WOULD IMPACT SEVERELY ON OUR EFFORTS 
TO OBTAIN GREEK MILITARY PARTICIPATION IN BOTH 
BILATERAL AND NATO MILITARY EXERCISE AND MIGHT DISTRUB 
THE GREEK DECISION TO PARTICIPATE IN NATO EXERCISE 
DISPLAY DETERMINATION LATER THIS MONTH. IT WOULD 
DEGRADE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR ATTACHES 
WHO HAVE BEEN REBUILDING THE KIND OF 

CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP PREVIOUSLY ENJOYED WITH THE 
GREEK MILITARY. IN ADDITION, IT WOULD BE CONTRARY 
TO JUSMAGG'S LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY TO MONITOR USE OF 
MAP EQUIPMENT. IN SUM, WE WOULD BE SENDING ALL THE 
WRONG SIGNALS AT THIS DELICATE STAGE IN IMPROVING 
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U.S./GREEK RELATIONS. 

7. IN VIEW OF FOREGOING, RECOMMEND STRONGLY THAT 
DIRECTIVE PASSED IN REF B BE REVERSED ASAP SO THAT 
AMERICAN INVITEES MAY OBSERVE EXERCISE PHILLIPOS 
SEPTEMBER 8-1 1. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE 
FOR MG BRESNAHAN ALSO TO OBSERVE THIS EXERCISE. 

MILLS 
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